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Preface 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important ideas, however ancient, have an en-
during life of their own which allows them to be 
constantly rethought, adapted, and reapplied to new 
environments and contexts. In his reflections on the 
values of pedagogy in the perilous conditions of 
modernity, Gilberto Scaramuzzo undertakes the fas-
cinating task of returning to the idea of mimesis 
found in Aristotle’s Poetics and fashioning it into 
the basis of an educational anthropology for the pre-
sent. Although Aristotle’s own primary concern in 
the Poetics is with a philosophy of art, Scaramuzzo 
rightly emphasises that this philosophy is itself built 
on the foundations of a larger anthropology of (so to 
speak) homo mimeticus: in Aristotle’s words, human 
beings are ‘the most mimetic of animals’. Scara-
muzzo also extracts maximum interest for his pur-
poses from the precious reference to children’s play 
as mimesis in chapter 4 of the Poetics, supplement-
ing Aristotle’s insight with the views of a number of 
significant modern thinkers (among them, Adorno, 
Benjamin and Gadamer). The result is a thought-
provoking meditation on the possibility of using 
educational forms of mimesis as a means of going 
‘beyond rationality’ and allowing children to dis-
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cover their shared humanity through mimetic explo-
rations of the relationship between self and other. 
The ideas presented here, already translated into 
practice through the impressive activities of the Mi-
mesisLab, return education to a process that is fun-
damentally creative and a matter of learning, in the 
fullest sense, for life. 
 

Stephen Halliwell 
University of St Andrews 


